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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY

•••

Student Scholarship Day will see one new venue
More than 550 students are scheduled to give 365 presentations at
Student Scholarship Day 2004, which will take place on Wednesday,
April 7.
For the first time, a limited number of oral presentations will be given in
Building E of the De Vos Center in late afternoon and early evening.
Neal Rogness, SSD coordinator and associate professor of statistics,
said the planning committee wanted to explore the feasibility of holding
presentations at the Pew Campus .
Also new this year will be both morning and afternoon poster sessions.
In previous years, posters have been displayed from 9 a.m.-5 p.m .
However, the Henry Hall Atrium was no longer capable of accommodating the increasing demand for poster presentations.
Posters will be displayed from 9-11 a.m. and 2-5 p.m. On the Allendale
Campus, oral presentations will be given from 8-11:15 a.m. and
froml:20-6:15 p.m. in classrooms on the second floor of Padnos Hall
and in Padnos 168. On the Pew Campus, presentations will be given
from 4-6:35 p.m.
Rogness urged all faculty and staff members to see the wide variety of
presentations given by GVSU students. He also urged faculty members
to consider using attendance at the event as a class assignment.

File photo

All presenters and their faculty/staff sponsor are invited to an appreciation
luncheon in the Grand River Room, Kirkhof Center from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
James Gentile, dean for the Natural Sciences and Chair of the Biology
Department at Hope College, will give a keynote address, "Carcinogens in
the Environment: Separating Fact from Fiction."

Linda Scott, associate professor of nursing, talks with students during
Student Scholarship Day. More than 550 students will participate at
this year's event on April 7.

A complete schedule of presentations and abstracts will soon be avai lable at the SSD Web site (www.gvsu.edu/ssd). A schedule will appear in
the April 1 edition of the Lanthorn.

···-------------------------

Fernando Chavez continues legacy of his father
The oldest son of Cesar Chavez will continue
his father's activist legacy when he speaks at
Grand Valley State University about service
learning and civic responsibility.
Fernando F. Chavez will kick off Cesar
Chavez Celebration Week on Monday, March
29, in the Grand River Room of the Kirkhof
Center at the Allendale Campus. Chavez's
speech will begin at noon and focus on memories of his father, the importance of service
learning and fostering civic responsibility.

served as president of the United Farm
Workers of America, AFL-CIO . He was
posthumously awarded the Presidential Medal
of Freedom and the Aztec Eagle (Mexico's
highest award).
Following Fernando Chavez 's speech, campus
organizations will host an Advocacy Rally at
the Cook-DeWitt Plaza from 1-4 p.m . Tables
with information on various social issues will
be staffed.
Other Chavez week events include:

It will be Fernando's first public speech since
his father died in 1993. Chavez founded the
first successful farm workers' union and later
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• March 30, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.: Kirkhof Center
lobby

"Ofrenda a Chavez" (ofrenda means offering
in Spanish) will honor a tradition with alters
set up to honor the memory of ancestors and
to please the returning souls as they return
from the dead. A short video about the harsh
lives of migrant workers will also be shown.

• March 31 , 11:50 a.m.-2p.m.
Silent march beginning at Zumberge Library
through campus to Kirkhof Center. Reception
to honor Chavez's birthday follows in Grand
River Room with speaker Elias Vasquez, issue
specialist for Gov. Granholm.

continued on page 2
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Across Campus
Two faculty earn first
Teaching with Technology awards

Writing project
brings ·pen-pals·
together

Two faculty members received the first Pew Teaching with Technology
Awards at the annual technology fair, held March 24 and sponsored by
Educational Technology and the Faculty Teaching and Learning Center.

An English class writing
project showed Rockford
elementary students a taste of
college life and GVSU
students a taste of what teaching will be like.
Melissa Milligan talks with pen-pal Ryan
Students in Assistant
Billen during an English class. Rockford
Professor Patricia Bloem's
elementary and GVSU students started a
class have corresponded with pen-pal project.
Rockford fifth graders
throughout the semester. The "pen-pal" project matches an elementary
student with a Grand Valley student; the two correspond weekly and write
about favorite books and create joint stories. They met face-to-face for the
first time March 23.

"I never knew how fifth graders write," said Ashley Fitzgerald. "This is
more real than what we've been learning from the textbooks." All of
Bloem's students are elementary education majors .
Rockford teacher Kristin Newhof (a 2001 GVSU graduate) said her goal
was to demonstrate writing with a purpose. "We've done poetry and letter
writing, but I wanted them to be writing for an audience," she said. "They
get a change to experience a college campus and they think it's cool that
someone in college knows their name."

David Austin, associate
professor of mathematics, has
been innovative in the creation
of original Java applets that
demonstrate mathematical
concepts by presenting an
intuitive visual or numerical
interpretation . He continues to
explore new ways of using
technology to communicate
mathematics and is currently
working on two grant proposMaureen Ryan and David Austin are the
first recipients of the Pew Teaching
als to seek additional support
for the creation of a mathemat- with Technology Awards.
ical film.
Maureen Ryan , assistant professor of nursing , has been instrumental in
facilitating faculty development at the Kirkhof School of Nursing , specifically in online instruction using Blackboard and Tegrity. Ryan's Tegrity
presentations are frequently linked to other nursing courses and many
faculty members said they consider her to be a pioneer with technology
integration .
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News
and Information Services Office every Monday
when classes are in session and biweekly dur-

Rita Kohrman
Education Resources Librarian

ing the summer. The submission deadline is
Tuesday noon. Send publication items to
Michele Coffill , editor, c/o forum@gvsu .edu.

The standard image of a quiet, shy librarian is tossed
out the window when you meet Rita Kohrman.

Telephone: 616-331 -2221. Fax: 616-331-2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an on line
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form .html.
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative
action/equal opportunity institution.

The education resources librarian for the K-12
Curriculum Resource Center, Kohrman credited
much of her confidence and outgoing personality to
what she's learned at Toastmasters.
Kohrman joined Grand Valley Toastmasters in 1995,
keeping an old promise to herself.

Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's daily onl ine publication, on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/

GVNOW

"I was a stay-at-home mom for 15 years , then a substitute teacher. I always told myself when I got a
permanent position, I would work on my public
speaking skills," she said.
By having its members regularly present planned or
impromptu speeches, Toastmasters builds leadership
and speaking skills. Kohrman has progressed
through the organization and has to complete one
more project to achieve "Distinguished Toastmaster"
status. She has also served as division governor for
West Michigan Toastmasters.

Yet despite her
mastery of
Toastmasters ,
Kohrman said even
a small respite from
the club can lead to
bad habits.
"The ' urns ' and
'ahs' just creep back
into your speeches,
if you' re not consistent with public
speaking," she said.

Rita Kohrman

Kohrman 's break from Toastmasters came when she
was finishing a master 's degree in education from
Grand Valley. She has a master 's of library science
from Wayne State University.
Grand Valley Toastmasters meets weekly from
7:30-9 a.m. on Wednesdays in room 142 Kirkhof
Center and on Fridays in the University Club Room
in the De Vos Center. For more information , call
Kohrman at xl2622 or Martha Wilson at x12204 .

Chavez events continue through week
continued from page 1
• April 1, 8 p.m.: Grand River Room, Kirkhof
Center.
Poetry Slam Competition. Students compete by
reading writings and poems about diversity and cultural awareness.
• April 2, noon-1 p.m.: Kirkhof Center, 215/216

Welcome to the U.S .! New Immigration Policy
Panel Discussion. Community panelists will discuss
President Bush's immigration plan, which would
give legal status to some fore ign workers .
Cesar Chavez week events are sponsored by Grand
Valley's Office of Multicultural Affairs, Latino
Student Union , Latin American Studies and many
other organizations.
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What's Ahead
Curator to speak on 'The
Pleasures of Deception'
David Travis , curator of photography
at the Art Institute
of Chicago, will
address
"Photography and
the Pleasures of
Deception" in an
upcoming lecture at
Grand Valley, held
as part of the
School of
David Travis
Communications
ongoing 20th anniversary celebration.
Travis will speak at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, March
30, in the Loosemore Auditorium of the De Vos
Center. A reception and book-signing will follow
the lecture, which is free and open to the public.
Travis has headed the Art Institute of Chicago's
Department of Photography since it inception in
1975. He is also the author of numerous exhibition catalogues, essays, and books , most recently
At the Edge of Light: Thoughts on Photography
and Photographers, on Talent and Genius.

Expert will discuss
Buddhist perspectives on
'New Holy War'
David Loy, professor of International Studies at
Bunkyo University in Japan, will present "The
Nonduality of Good and Evil: Buddhist
Perspectives on the New Holy War" on
Thursday, April 1, at 2:30 p.m. in the CookDeWitt Auditorium.
Loy is an expert in comparative philosophy and
religion. His published works center on
Buddhist perspectives on modem problems.
The lecture is free and open to the public. It is
sponsored by the Philosophy Department, Liberal
Studies, East Asian Studies, Padnos International
Center and GVSU Philosophy Club.

Lecture follows French film
An expert in French culture will discuss a classic film from that country after its screening on
Friday, April 2.
Brigitte Weitman-Aron , associate professor of
French at the University of Memphis, will discuss "La Nouba des femmes du Mont Cheroua"
at 3 p .m. in Lake Superior Hall, room 154. The
film , from novelist/filmmaker Assia Djebar,
will be shown at 1 p.m .
The film and lecture are sponsored by Grand
Valley's French Scholars Program and the
French Section.

Relay for Life
participants will walk
around Carillon Tower
More than 1,000 students, faculty and staff will
walk around Cook Carillon Tower during an
all-night relay April 2-3 to raise money for the
American Cancer Society.
Relay For Life is the ACS's signature activity,
dedicated to increasing awareness and raising
funds to fight cancer. Team members from the
GVSU community will walk and camp during
12 hours of entertainment, celebration and
reflection.
The event is sponsored by CARE (Cancer,
Awareness, Resistance, Education) , a student
organization. Teams can still participate; call
Kristin Kirk at 450-4650 or send an e-mail to
kirkk@student.gvsu .edu.

RSVP for symposium
by Tuesday
Speakers at a symposium held in honor of
Douglas Kindschi will address issues related to
science and philosophy, leadership and environmental and biomedical ethics.
The sessions are free and open to the public. A

reception will follow each session, and a complimentary lunch will be served on Saturday.
The conference is free, but reservations must be
made. Register by March 30 at
www.gvsu.edu/ethicsrsvp or call x 12261.
Held in the Loosemore Auditorium of the
De Vos Center, the schedule for the April 2-3
Science, Philosophy, and Ethics Symposium
follows:
April 2:

1-3 p.m.: Science and Philosophy will fea ture
John W. Stewart, associate professor of ministry
and evangelism at Princeton Theological
Seminary; and Loren Haarmsma , assistant professor of physics and astronomy at Calvin
College .
3:30-5:30 p.m.: Ethics of Leadership will feature John Keiser, president of Southwest
Missouri State University; and Grand Valley
President Emeritus Arend D. Lubbers .
April 3:

9-11 :30 a.m.: Environmental Ethics will feature
A. Carl Leopold, W.H. Crocker Scientist
Emeritus from Boyce Thompson Institute at
Cornell University; and Peter S. Wenz, professor of philosophy and legal studies at the
University of Illinois at Springfield .
12:30-3 p.m.: Biomedical Ethics will feature
Hope College religion Professor Allen D.
Verhey and Paul Huizenga, associate professor
of biology at Grand Valley.

UClub to host Easter party,
egg hunt
The University Club will host an Easter party
and egg hunt on Saturday, April 3, at the
Children 's Center.
A light lunch will be served ; the party will run
from 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Cost is $5 per child
for club members and $10 per child for nonmembers . RSVP by calling Kim Schmidt at
x13592 or sending an e-mail to
uclub@gvsu .edu.

Spring Dance Concerts featured on April 2 and 3
Dance will take the stage as Grand Valley features dozens of student
dancers in the annual Spring Dance Concerts on April 2 and 3.
The three performances showcase students' work in classical ballet, with
modern dance and jazz also featured. A highlight of the show are two
dances - "Paquita" and "Spring Waters" - set by Mary-Beth Cabana,
current artistic director of Ballet Tucson, who visited Grand Valley last
November to work with students on the pieces. "Paquita," a mainstay of
the classical ballet repertoire , will feature dancers wearing "spectacular"
tutus - a first for Grand Valley 's dance program, said dance Director
Jefferson Baum.
Lisa Catrett-Belrose, lecturer in modern dance at GVSU and a founding
member of the Peter Sparling Dance Company, choreographed "TJ5 ,"
featuring five dances with music by Tom Jones, including "Mama Told
Me (Not to Come)" and "She's a Lady." Baum staged "Simply That,"
with four classical ballet movements set to "Simple Symphony" by
Benjamin Britten .
Also featured will be a dance , "Ophelia's Lament," choreographed and
performed by dance students Sarah Lowe and Mark Krieger. Other

works include the premiere
of "Moving On ," choreographed by Stephanie
Thibeault, assistant professor of dance , and others.
About two dozen students
will dance in more than 10
pieces. Show times are
April 2 at 8 p.m., and April
3 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. at
the Louis Armstrong
Theatre, PAC . Tickets are
$10, available by calling
TICKETS Plus at 616-2224000 or 800-585-3737 .
Tickets may also be purchased at the LAT box
office, open weekdays and
one hour prior to performances, x 12300.

Dance students Mark Krieger and Sarah
Lowe choreographed and will perform in
"Ophelia's Lament" at the Spring Dance
Concerts.
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events

7 p.m.: School of Communications presents
Human Rights Watch Film Festival. 154
LSH. Call x13668 for more information .

8 p.m.: Spring Dance Concert. LAT, PAC. Call
222-4000, 800-585-3737 or x12300 for tickets .

8 p.m .: Music Department concert. Piano recital
features students from Aviram Reichert's
Piano Studio. Recital Hall, PAC . Call x13484
for more information.

Sat., April 3

Mon., March 29
12 noon: Office of Multicultural Affairs and
other organizations sponsor Fernando Chavez
speech. KC, Grand River Room . Call x12177
for more information.
2 p.m .: Women's Commission meeting. 161 KC .
Call x12748 for more information .

Tues., March 30
11 a.m.-4 p.m.: Office of Multicultural Affairs,
other organizations sponsor "Ofrenda a
Chavez." KC lobby. Call x12177 for more
information .
12 noon-6 p.m.: American Red Cross Blood
Drive. 204 KC. Call x12360 for information.
7 p.m.: School of Communications 20th
Anniversary Event: Photography and the
Pleasures of Deception , by David Travis.
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call x13668
for more information.

Thurs., April 1
11 a.m.: Master Class by percussionist Evelyn
Glennie. Recital Hall, PAC. Call x13484 for
more information.
2:30-4:30 p.m.: Department of Philosophy, other
departments sponsor lecture: The Nonduality
of Good and Evil: Buddhist Perspectives on
the New Holy War, by David Loy. CDC. Call
x12114 for more information.
3 p.m.: AWRI Seminar: Soil and Vegetation
Responses, by Neil MacDonald. Multi-purpose Room , Lake Michigan Center. Call
xl3749 for more information.
8 p.m .: Cesar Chavez week poetry slam competition. KC, Grand River Room . Call x12177
for more information .

9 a.m .-3 p.m.: Science and Math Division
Symposium: Science, Philosophy and Ethics.
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV.
11 a.m.-12: 30 p.m.: UClub Easter Party and Egg
Hunt. Children's Center. Call xl3592 for
more information .
2 p.m. and 8 p.m.: Spring Dance Concert. LAT,
PAC.
8 p.m.: Young Artist Series. Performance by
Dorival Puccini , trumpet. CDC. Call xl3484
for more information.

Sun., April 4
8 p.m.: Music Department Concert. GVSU
Percussion Ensemble. LAT, PAC. Call
x13484 for more information.

Mon., April 5

Fri., April 2

By Appointment: St. Mary 's Mobile
Mammography Unit. Allendale Campus, Lot
G. Call 752-6266 or 800-639-6266 to schedule an appointment.

8 p.m.: Music Department Concert. GVSU Jazz
Ensemble. LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for more
information.

7:30-9 a.m.: Toastmasters International Club
weekly meeting. University Club Room ,
DEV. Call xl 7337 for more information.

Sports

7:30-9 a.m .: Toastmasters International Club
weekly meeting. 142 KC . Call x12622 for
more information.

9:30-11 :30 a.m.: Human Resources Excellence
Series: All Division Update . Loosemore
Auditorium, DEV. Call x12215 for more
information.

Tues., March 30

11 :50 a.m.-2 p.m.: Office of Multicultural
Affairs and other organizations sponsor Cesar
Chavez week silent march. Begins at
Zumberge Library. Reception following with
speaker Elias Vasquez. KC, Grand River
Room . Call x12177 for more information.

12 noon-I p.m.: Cesar Chavez week New
Immigration Policy Panel Discussion .
215/216 KC. Call x12177 for more information .

Sat., April 3

Wed., March 31

3-5 p.m .: FTLC Workshop: Designing a Course
to Maximize Leaming. 309E DEV. Call
x13498 for more information.
4-5 p.m.: Career Services Workshop: Preparing
for the Career Expo Career Fair. 215 KC. Call
xl3311 for more information.

1-4 p.m.: French Scholars Forum present film
and lecture by Professor Brigitte WeltmanAron. 154 LSH. Call x13203 for information.
1-5:30 p.m.: Science and Math Division Dean's
Office presents Symposium: Science,
Philosophy and Ethics. Loosemore
Auditorium, DEV. Call x12261 for more
information.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Andrew C. Lannen, visiting assistant professor
of history, was interviewed by WZZM Channel
13 about the history of St. Patrick's Day.
Matt Dugener, executive director of the West
Michigan Science and Technology Initiative,
was interviewed by WZZM Channel 13 about

3 p.m.: Baseball hosts Hope College.

1 p.m.: Baseball hosts Saginaw Valley State
University.

Sun., April 4
12 noon: Baseball hosts Saginaw Valley State
University.

···-----------------------

attracting life sciences businesses to West
Michigan.

nities provided to local universities by Pierce
Cedar Creek Institute, located in Hastings.

Jane Sponholz , assistant professor of the School
of Nonprofit and Public Administration, was
interviewed by WZZM Channel 13 about the
financial future of Medicare.

Sketches

Joe Jacquot, assistant professor of biology, was
interviewed by WGVU about research opportu-

Patrick Colgan, assistant professor of geology,
was a co-author of a paper, titled "Modeling the
Deglaciation of the Green Bay Lobe of the
Southern Laurentide Ice Sheet," published in the
journal Boreas .

